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Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

| mportance of historic Ukrainian trade routes
bet ween the Bl ack and Baltic Seas

Hi storic adoption of Orthodox Christianity by
Price Vladimr

| nportance of the Union of Brest in Ukrainian
Ot hodoxy

| ndependent initiatives by Ukraine during 1917-
1920

| npact of Nazi brutality on Ukrai ne peopl es
during World War 1|1

Khruschev’s 1954 bequest of the Crinmean Regi on
to Ukraine to nmark the 300t h anniversary of
Ukr ai ne- Russi a Uni on

|dentify

Ruri k, Uniate Catholic Church
Viadimr |, Cossacks

Saints Cyril and Methodi us
Bor den Khnel ni t sk

laroslav the Wse, Galicia
Mongol , Ukrai ni an SSR
Genghi s Khan, Cher nobyl
Crinea, Sevast opol

Realize

Russi an and Ukrai ni an distinct views on
A. D. 1654 annexation of Ukraine by Russia

Western Ukrai ne’s preservation of Ukrainian
culture

Damagi ng effects of the Stalinist
col l ectivization policies during the 1930’ s

| mportance of Ukraine to Soviet Russia
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1. Ancestral Roots

) . _ 2%¢ Va»
a. Nomadic tribes various {
nomadi ¢ tribes nmade up the historic ~f<
peopl es of the territory of nodern
Ukr ai ne.

2

Scyt hi ans (SI Ht hee-ahns), known for their
hor semanship, lived chiefly north and northeast of the
Bl ack Sea. Sarmatians (sahr-MAY-shehns) flourished
fromthe sixth century B.C. to fourth century A D. in
the region. G merians (sah-M HR-ee-ahns) first
settled in the sixth century B.C., establishing close
ties with Athens a century later. Geek traders
establ i shed footholds on the southern Ukrai ne and
Crinmea by the seventh century B.C. CGoths, peoples of
Germani ¢ descent, invaded and settled in parts of the
region in the third to fifth centuries.

b. Slavs By the first century B.C., Slavic
tribes settled in agricultural settlenents near Kiev.
These peopl es guarded Dni eper ([ NEE-pahr]) R ver trade
routes between the Black and Baltic Seas (“fromthe
Vikings to the Geeks”). A Slavic prince of the Polian
tribe, Kyy, founded Kiev (KEE-if) in A D. 482. By the
ninth century, Viking Varangians (vah- RAN-j ee-ahns),
under Rurik (ROOR-ik), consolidated the Slavic
settlenments and established healthy trade in the
regi on.

2. Kievan Rus

a. Varangians and Eastern Slavs 1n A D. 862,
t he Varangian warrior traders, related to the Vikings,
received an invitation fromthe people of Novogorod
(NAHV-gah-raht, a city 200 km south of present day St
Petersburg) to rule their area.



Unit 1: Historical Overview--Ukraine

Prince Rurik (ROOR-i k)
accepted, establishing a |ineage
whi ch ruled Russia for sonme 700
years. Hi s successor O eg took over
Ki ev whi ch becane the center of Rus
(anot her nanme for Varangian) rule.

During this period, loosely allied city-states
gat hered under the | eadership of the Prince of Kiev
(KEE-if). A class society devel oped, conprised of
princes, boyars (boo- YAHR wealthy nerchants), free
peasants and sl aves.

b. Vladimir | (vl ah-DEE-nir, @56-1015) This
great-grandson of Rurik, an outstanding mlitary
| eader, ruled Kiev from980-1015. Under his
| eadershi p, Eastern Orthodox Christianity becane the
official religion of the region. Three of Valdimr’s
granddaughters married ki ngs of France, Hungary and
Nor way .

(1) Russian Orthodox Eastern Christianity
Tradition relates that Viadimr had spiritual yearnings
but did not know which faith to enbrace. 1n 987, he
sent envoys to check out various religions. They
rejected |Islam because of prohibitions against wne, a
drink considered by Mladimr the “chief pleasure of the
peopl e.” Christianity as practiced in Germany and
Ronme, though appealing, |acked services filled with
sufficient beauty. On com ng hone via Constantinopl e,
t he envoys stopped at the Eastern Othodox Cathedral of
Hagi a Sophi a.

They reported, “We did not know
whet her this was heaven or earth.
We never saw such spl endor or
beauty. We cannot tell you what it
was |ike; except that we are sure
that God dwells there anong nen, and
that this is the best form of
wor ship. The beauty is
unforgettable.”

3
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Vliadimr, won over by their findings, was baptized
in the Othodox faith, along with his subjects, thus
begi nning the long |inkage of Orthodoxy with Ukraine
and Russi a.

(2) Early Impact of Orthodox Eastern Christianity
Changes brought by introduction of the Orthodox Eastern
faith include:

(a) Byzantine culture Priests from
Constantinopl e introduced use of the Cyrillic (suh-RIL-
i k) al phabet, a creation of two Byzantine
m ssionaries, St. Cyril (SIR-ahl) and St. Methodi us
( mah- THOH- dee- ahs) .

(b) Schools In addition to religious
studies, reading and witing flourished in schools
opened for sons of boyars and priests. Early Russian
literature devel oped in these institutions.

(c) Arts Doned roof ed stone churches,
nosai cs and icons entered the culture. D stinct
Russi an adapt ati ons (oni on-shaped dones) soon becane
comonpl ace.

(d) Power in the ruler Since in
Ot hodoxy, all power cones from God, to di sobey the
ruler--God’s elected one--was to sin. The ruler’s
power thus received divine approval.

The church al so began to give
Ki evan peoples a national identity.
Their shared Orthodox Christian
belief and practice would provide
support and stability during the
upheaval s, strife and stability of
centuries to cone.

c. laroslav the Wise (yuh-ruh-SLUHF, rul ed from
1036-1054) One of Mladimr’s 12 sons, |aroslav,
contributed to the cultural devel opnment of Ukrai ne.
H's owm thirst for education pronpted establishnment of
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a large library at Kiev. Under laroslav, Byzantine
scholars translated G eek classics. Trade schools in
masonry, pottery and shipbuil ding cane into being.

| arosl av al so was responsible for the first |egal code
whi ch conmbi ned Slavic customwi th Roman |law. By the
11t h century, Kievan Rus was the | argest geographi cal
state in Europe.

d. Decline wth laroslav's death, Kievan Russian
divided into five principalities--one for each of his
sons. Ensuing civil war anongst these principalities
weakened t he governnment of Kiev. Further deterioration
occurred with the fall of Constantinople to Crusaders
(A.D. 1204), hindering Byzantine trade. Nomad attacks
agai nst nerchant fleets also inhibited trade and Ki evan
econom c/ political devel opnent.

e. Mongol Rule

(1) Mongol Invasion In the
early 1200s, Mongol invaders (nonad
warriors fromcentral Asia)--under
Genghi s Khan ( GENG gah- SKAHN) and
hi s grandson Batu Khan ( BAH t 00-
KHAHN) - - conquer ed nuch of Ki evan
Rus. In a brutal and terrifying
manner, Kiev--at the tinme an equal
of Paris with its 80,000 peopl e--
was | ooted and burned. Barely 200
structures remai ned standing.

Survivors of Mongol attacks spread in many
directions, including some who noved to the northern
forests near Lithuania and Pol and. Deserted portions
of Kievan Rus took on the nane Ukrai ne, mneaning
bor der | ands.

Mongol rule | asted al nost 250 years (@L240-1480).
Learning and craftsmanship declined. The Eastern
Ot hodox Church gained in prestige, fostering strong
national i st feelings, but turned increasingly inward.
Ri tual and cerenony, rather than behavior, becane
primry.
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In addition, the people becane nore suspicious of
foreign ideas and ways. Mongol isolation kept the
Eur opean Renai ssance from nmaki ng headway.

(2) Neighbor interference Lithuania controlled
what was left of Ukraine in the md-thirteenth century.
Kiev was rebuilt in the fourteenth century. In 1569,

Li t huania and Pol and forned a union, with Pol es
i nposi ng a feudal society on the Ukrainian |ands.

Tur ki sh peopl es, by 1478, controlled the northern
Bl ack Sea Coast and Crinea. Crinmean Tartars instigated
raids into Ukrainian territory until the latter
ei ghteenth century, when Russia annexed the Crinean
region.

f. Union of Brest (1596) Eastern Orthodoxy in
t he Ukraine, since 1569 under Polish control,
increasingly felt the pressure of Roman Catholic
t hought and practice--especially within the Church
hi er archy.

The Union of Brest in 1596 established the Uniate
(YOO nee-at) Church. This Ukrainian Catholic Church
recogni zed and foll owed | eadership of the Roman
Catholic pope in Rone. It retained however,
adm ni strative autonony, Eastern Othodox ritual,
practice and custom and A d Church Slavonic (the first
Slavonic literary | anguage which especially influenced
t he devel opnent of the Russian literary |anguage).

The union violently split the
Ot hodox community in the Ukraine.
Polish rule sided with the Union of
Brest. Most Ot hodox bishops
supported the union, while many
Ort hodox parishioners did not.
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3. Cossacks (kos-aks)

a.()ru;n1s Peopl es remai ning in Ukrainian | ands
formed nomadi ¢ bands. Called Cossacks, these warriors
rebel | ed agai nst Polish, Turkish and Russian serfdom
Borden Khnel ni tski (kmyel - NYl T-skee, c. 1595-1657), a
Cossack | eader, |led an attack on Polish Ukrai ne,
routing the gentry located there. This resulted in an
aut onomous Cossack state in what is now the eastern
part of Ukrai ne.

b. Russian inroads 1n 1654, Ukrainian Cossacks
chose a Russian offer for |eadership over their |ands,
rather than continue Polish squabbles. In tinme, the
Russi an oversi ght becanme nore authoritarian than that
of Poland. G adually, Ukraine becane annexed into the
Russi an Enpire. Many Russians consi der 1654 as the
“happy reunion” of Russia and Ukraine. Many Ukrai ni ans
view the date as the beginning of the fragnentation of
their nation.

4. Nationalist Sentiments

a. Russian interest Russia formally received all
of the Wkrainian territory east of the Dnieper river in
1667.

In addition to Ukraine's
peopl es, the “chernozeni or rich,
dark soil of the land attracted nuch
Russian interest. By the end of the
ei ghteenth century, Russia possessed
the remai ni ng areas save the western
region of Galicia (gah-LIH shee-ah).

b. Galicia This region, including the northern
sl opes of the Carpathian Muntai ns (kahr-PAY-thee-ahn),
and upper valleys of the Vistulas (VISH chah-I ahs,
currently in sout hwest Pol and), Dniester (NEES-tahr,
sout hwest Ukrai ne on the north Carpathian Muntains),
Bug (boog, east central Poland and west Ukraine), and
Seret (SER-aht, western Ukraine) rivers, cane under the
Austria-Hungarian rule from 1772-1918. Wil e nost
ot her Ukrainians were living as serfs, those in Galicia
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enjoyed nore perm ssive rule, even serving in the
parliament. The region becane a stronghold of the
Ukrai nian nationalist novenent in the |ate nineteenth
century.

Cc. Resurgence “Wkrainian witers and
intellectuals were inspired by the nationalistic spirit
stirring other European peoples existing under other
i nperial governments and were determned to revive
Ukrainian linguistic and cultural traditions and re-
establish a Ukrainian nation-state” (Background Notes:
Ukraine, p. 2. Unless otherw se noted, the foll ow ng
guotes come fromthis U S. State Departnent source).

Tzari st Russia, ruling nost of
what is now Ukraine, denied its
exi stence and, in 1876, banned al
Ukr ai ni an | anguage publi cati ons.

5. The Twentieth Century

a. Early developments “wen Worid War | and
t he Bol shevi k revolution in Russia shattered the
Hapsburg and Russi an enpires, Ukrainians decl ared
i ndependent statehood. 1In 1917 and 1918, three
separate Ukrainian republics decl ared i ndependence.
However, by 1921, the western part of the traditional
territory had been incorporated into Pol and, and the
| arger, central and eastern part becane part of the
Soviet Union.” 1In 1922, Wkraine officially becane a
republic of the USSR, known as the Ukrainian Sovi et
Soci al i st Republic.

b. Stalin’s terror «“The Ukrai nian national idea
persevered during the interwar years, and Sovi et
reaction was severe, particularly under Stalin, who
i nposed terror canpai gns, which ravaged the
intellectual class.
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He al so created artificial
fam nes as part of his forced
col l ectivization policies, which
killed mllions of previously
i ndependent peasants and others
t hroughout the country. Estimates
of deaths fromthe 1932-33 fam ne
al one range from3 mllion to 7
mllion.”

c. World War Il “After the German and Sovi et
i nvasi ons of Poland in 1939, the western Ukrainian
regions were incorporated into the Soviet Union. Wen
the Germans invaded the Soviet Union in 1941, many
Ukr ai ni ans, particularly in the west, welcomed them
but this did not last. German brutality was directed
principally agai nst Ukraine’'s Jew sh peoples (of whom 1
mllion were killed) but also against many ot her
Ukrai nians. Kiev and other parts of the country were
heavi |y damaged. Sone Ukrai ni ans began to resist the
Germans as well as the Soviets.”

In 1944, Stalin deported many Crinean Tartar
peoples to Central Asia, resettling nore trustworthy
Russians in their place. Mass arrests and executions
al so occurred during the 1944 reoccupation of the
Ukrai ne by the Soviets. “Resistance against Sovi et
Governnment forces continued as |late as the 1950s.”

d. Ukraine Soviet Socialist Republic

(1) Post World War Il In 1954 Nikita
Khrushchev, marking the 300th anniversary of Ukraine-
Russi an union, officially gave the Crinean Peninsula to
Ukrai ne. Rather than exist on an equal fashion with
ot her Sovi et Socialist Republics, Mdscow strictly rul ed
Ukr ai ne because of its strategic and econonic
inportance. In tinme, the region becane the breadbasket
of the Soviet Union.

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, arrests of
di ssidents was a common feature of Ukrainian politics.
Vol odym r Shcher byt sky (shir-baht-SKO ), a Breshnev
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ally and Communi st hard-liner, ruled Ukraine with an
iron hand from 1972 until near his death in 1989.

(2) Chernobyl (chahr-NO
bahl) The neltdown of the nunber four
nucl ear reactor at this power station
some 75 mles north of Kiev created
the world s worst nucl ear acci dent.
Nucl ear fallout extended over nuch of
Eur ope.

Children living in the regi on experienced striking
increases in thyroid cancers. Cean-up and cont ai nnent
costs sone $300 mllion per year. One hundred eighty
t housand peopl e resettl ed because of contam nati on.

e. Independence “Wkraine became an i ndependent
state on 24 August 1991, follow ng the dissolution of
the Soviet Union, and was a foundi ng nenber of the
Commonweal th of I ndependent States (CIS).” As with
much of the former Soviet Union, a deteriorating
econony exists currently in the nation.

In 1994, as a result of a Russia/United States
accord, the | arge arsenal of nuclear weapons throughout
Ukrai ne was transferred to Russia for destruction. On
29 June 1996, a constitution was formally adopted which
al l owed private property and designated Ukraine as the
of ficial language. D sputes over the Black Sea fl eet
and future of Sevastopol (sah-VAS-tah-pohl, a seaport
city in southwest Crinea, proclainmed a Russian city by
Russian parlianment in 1993) were resolved in a May 1997
treaty of friendship and cooperation.

“Start each norning wwth a smle.”
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Vocabulary List: Historical Overview--Ukraine

Chernobyl (chahr-NO bahl) Location of the world s worst nuclear
di saster. Fallout extended over nuch of Europe, though
Bel arus received the brunt of the pollution.

Cossacks (KCOS-aks) Warrior peoples who rebell ed agai nst
Pol i sh, Turkish and Russian oversight in the 1600s.

Cossacks are known for their |ove of Othodoxy, freedom and
i ndependence.

(:rHTNEa.(kri-NEE-ah) Peni nsul a of Ukrai ne extending into the
Bl ack Sea. Historic battles took place in the region. Its
Mediterranean climate is known for tourismand agriculture.

Cyril and Methodius (Sl R-ahl, nah- THOH dee-ahs) Two saints who

i ntroduced use of the Cyrillic (suh-RIL-1ik) al phabet into
Sl avi ¢ regions.

CSaHCHa.(gah-LIH—shee-ah) Regi on of western Ukraine which is a
source of rich nationalist sentinent. Throughout history it
often enjoyed nore perm ssive rule than other parts of the
country.

Genghis Khan (GENG gah- SKAHN) Leader of the Mongol invaders
in the 1200s.

laroslav the Wise (yuh-ruh-SLUHF, rul ed from 1036-1054) One of
Viadimr’s 12 sons who contributed greatly to the
devel opnent of Ukraine. Schools, |ibraries, translations of
Greek classics, and trade schools flourished under his
| eadership. The first |egal code, conbining Slavic custom
and Roman | aw, al so canme into being under his rule.

Khmelnitski, Borden (knyel - NYI T-skee, c. 1595-1657) Cossack
| eader who | ed establishnent of an autononpus Cossack state
in what i s now eastern Ukrai ne.

Mongols Noned invaders fromcentral Asia who conquered much
of Kievan Rus in the md 1200s.

11
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Rurik (ROOR-i k) Leader of the Viking Varangi ans who, in the
800s, consolidated Slavic settlenents in the Kiev region.
Hi s |ineage continued for sone 700 years.

Sevastopol (sah- VAS-t ah- pohl ) Seaport city in southwest Crinea,
often held by Russia. In May 1997, a treaty of friendship
bet ween Russia and Ukraine settled oversight of the city
w th Ukrai ne.

Ukrainian SSR krai ni an Sovi et Socialist Republic, the nane of
Ukr ai ne whil e under Sovi et rule.

Union of Brest church council which established the Uniate
Church in 1596. This Ukrainian Catholic Church recognized
papal | eadership from Rone but continued Eastern Ot hodox
ritual, practice and custom

Varangians (vah- RAN-j ee-ahns) Viking warrior traders who in
the 800s accepted an invitation fromthe peoples of the Kiev
region to rule their area.

Vladimir | (vl ah-DEE-nir, @56-1015) Great-grandson of Rurik who
ruled Kiev from 980-1015. Under M adimr’s |eadership,
Eastern Orthodox Christianity becanme the official religion
of the region.

12
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Review Quiz: Historical Overview--Ukraine

Fill in the Blanks Fill in the bl anks
with the nost correct word. Not all words
listed will be used.

Sl avi c peoples historically guarded trade routes between the

Bl ack and the (1) Seas. Warrior traders related to

the Vikings, called (2) under Prince Rurik

consolidated Slavic settlenents and established healthy trade in
the regi on of present day Ukraine.
was responsible for the adoption of Othodox

Christianity in Ukraine. H's son (4)

contributed to the cultural devel opnment of Ukrai ne.

The 1596 Uni on of Brest established the (5)

Church, a Ukrainian Othodox body recogni zi ng the Pope in Rone as
its spiritual |eader
One of the great Cossack | eaders (1595-1657), who led a

successful attack on Polish UWkraine, was (6)

region of Ukraine is historically a

stronghol d of UWkrainian nationalist sentinent.

The date (8) i s | ooked upon by many Russi ans as

the tinme of “happy reunion” between Russia and Ukrai ne. Many

13
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Ukrai ni ans see the date as the beginning of fragnentation of
their nation. As part of the 1954 300th anniversary of UKrai ne-
Russi an union, Nikita Khruschev officially gave the (9)

to Ukrai ne.

The effects of the world s worst nucl ear disaster, occurring

at (200 , continue to be felt.

Bor den Khnel ni t ski Baltic | ar osl av
Viadimr | Boris Yeltsin Uni at e
Bori s Godunov Var angi ans 1654
Galicia 1696 1812

Cri mean Peninsul a Sevast opol seaport Cher onobyl

Three M1le Island

“Integrity First: Integrity is a character trait. It is the
willingness to do what is right even when no one is |ooking. It
is the ‘noral conpass’--the inner voice; the voice of self-
control; the basis for the trust inperative in today’'s mlitary.”
United States Air Force Core Values, 1 Jan 1997
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“Integrity also covers several other noral traits
i ndi spensabl e to national service:

Courage. A person of integrity possesses noral courage
and does what is right even if the personal cost is high.
Honesty. Honesty is the hallmark of the mlitary

pr of essi onal because in the mlitary, our word nust be
our bond. ..

Responsibility. No person of integrity is irresponsible; a
person of true integrity acknow edges his or her duties
and acts accordingly.

Accountability. No person of integrity tries to shift the
blanme to others or take credit for the work of others..

Justice. A person of integrity practices justice..

Openness. Professionals of integrity encourage a free
flow of information wthin the organization. They seek
feedback fromall directions to ensure they are

fulfilling key responsibilities, and they are never
afraid to all ow anyone at any tine to exam ne how they do
busi ness.

Self-respect. To have integrity also is to respect oneself
as a professional and a human being. A person of
integrity does not behave in ways that would bring

di scredit upon hinself or the organization to which he
bel ongs.

Humility. A person of integrity grasps and is sobered by
t he awesone task of defending the Constitution of the
United States of America.
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